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gerating the place of reason in life, in order to oppose a prevail-
ing materialism; these others are contending that reflective acts
are really unreflective, because they conceive all experience as
immediate. In its immediacy, as a unique individual, complete
with all details and in the full context in which alone it can
immediately exist, our future act can certainly never be planned
in advance; however carefully we have thought it out, it will
always contain much that is unforeseen and surprising; but to
infer that therefore it cannot be planned at all- is to betray the
assumption that its immediate being is the only being it has.
An act is more than a mere unique individual; it is something
having a universal character; and in the case of a reflective or
deliberate act (an act which we not only do, but intend to do
before doing it) this universal character is the plan or idea of the
act which we conceive in our thought before doing the act itself,
and the criterion by reference to which, when we have done it,
we know that we have done what we meant to do.

There are certain kinds of act which cannot be done except on
these terms: that is to say, cannot be done except reflectively,
by a person who knows what he is trying to do and is therefore
able, when he has done it, to judge his own action by reference
to his intention.   It is characteristic of these acts that they
should be done, as we say, 'on purpose': that there should be a
basis of purpose upon which the structure of the act should be
erected, and to which it must conform. Reflective acts may be
roughly described as the acts which we do on purpose, and these
are the only acts which can become the subject-matter of history.
From this point of view, it can be seen why certain forms of
activity are, and others are not, matter of historical knowledge.
It would be generally admitted that politics is a thing that can
be historically studied. The reason is that politics affords a plain
instance of purposive action.  The politician is a man with a
policy; his policy is a plan of action conceived in advance of its
performance; and his success as a politician is proportional to
his success in carrying out his policy. No doubt, his policy is not
prior to his action in the sense of being fixed once for all before
his action begins; it develops as his action develops; but at
every stage of his action policy precedes its own fulfilment. If it
were possible to say of any man that he acted with no idea what-
ever what would come of it, but did the first thing that came
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